Department of Child Support Services

Proposed Trailer Bill Legislation

Child Support Data Reporting

Family Code Section 17600
(a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(1) The Legislative Analyst has found that county child support enforcement programs
provide a net increase in revenues to the state.

(2) The state has a fiscal interest in ensuring that county child support enforcement
programs perform efficiently.

(3) The state does not provide information to counties on child support enforcement
programs, based on common denominators that would facilitate comparison of program
performance.

(4) Providing this information would allow county officials to monitor program
performance and to make appropriate modifications to improve program efficiency.

(5) This information is required for effective management of the child support program.

(b) Except as provided in this subdivision commencing with the 1998-99 fiscal year, and
for each fiscal year thereafter, each county that is participating in the state incentive
program described in Section 17704 shall provide to the department, and the
department shall compile from this county child support information, monthly and
annually, all of the following performance-based data, as established by the federal
incentive funding system, provided that the department may revise the data required by
this paragraph in order to conform to the final federal incentive system data definitions:

(1) One of the following data relating to paternity establishment, as required by the
department, provided that the department shall require all counties to report on the
same measurement:

(A) The total number of children in the caseload governed by Part D (commencing with
Section 451) of Title IV of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 651 et seq.),
as of the end of the federal fiscal year, who were born to unmarried parents for whom
paternity was established or acknowledged, and the total number of children in that
caseload, as of the end of the preceding federal fiscal year, who were born to unmarried
parents.

(B) The total number of minor children who were born in the state to unmarried parents
for whom paternity was established or acknowledged during a federal fiscal year, and
the total number of children in the state born to unmarried parents during the preceding
calendar year.



(2) The number of cases governed by Part D (commencing with Section 451) of Title IV
of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 651 et seq.) during the federal fiscal
year and the total number of those cases with support orders.

(3) The total dollars collected during the federal fiscal year for current support in cases
governed by Part D (commencing with Section 451) of Title IV of the federal Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 651 et seq.) and the total number of dollars owing for
current support during that federal fiscal year in cases governed by those provisions.

(4) The total number of cases for the federal fiscal year governed by Part D
(commencing with Section 451) of Title IV of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
Sec. 651 et seq.) in which payment was being made toward child support arrearages
and the total number of cases for that fiscal year governed by these federal provisions
that had child support arrearages.

(5) The total number of dollars collected and expended during a federal fiscal year in
cases governed by Part D (commencing with Section 451) of Title IV of the federal
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 651 et seq.).

(6) The total amount of child support dollars collected during a federal fiscal year, and, if
and when required by federal law, the amount of these collections broken down by
collections distributed on behalf of current recipients of federal Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant funds or federal foster care funds, on behalf of former
recipients of federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant funds or
federal foster care funds, or on behalf of persons who have never been recipients of
these federal funds.

(c) In addition to the information required by subdivision (b), the department shall
collect, on a monthly basis, from each county that is participating in the state incentive
program described in Section 17704, information on the local child support agency for
each federal fiscal year, and shall report semiannually on all of the following
performance measurements:

(1) The percentage of cases with collections of current support. This percentage shall
be calculated by dividing the number of cases with an order for current support by the
number of those cases with collections of current support. The number of cases with
support collected shall include only the number of cases actually receiving a collection,
not the number of payments received. Cases with a medical support order that do not
have an order for current support may not be counted.

(2) The average amount collected per case for all cases with collections.

(3) The percentage of cases that had a support order established during the period. A
support order shall be counted as established only when the appropriate court has
issued an order for child support, including an order for temporary child support, or an
order for medical support.

(4) The total cost of administering the local child support agency, including the federal,
state, and county share of the costs, and the federal and state incentives received by



each county. The total cost of administering the program shall be broken down by the
following:

(A) The direct costs of the program, broken down further by total employee salaries and
benefits, a list of the number of employees broken down into at least the following
categories: attorneys, administrators, caseworkers, investigators, and clerical support;
contractor costs; space charges; and payments to other county agencies. Employee
salaries and numbers need only be reported in the annual report.

(B) The indirect costs, showing all overhead charges.

(5) In addition, the local child support agency shall report monthly on measurements
developed by the department that provide data on the following:

(A) Locating obligors.
(B) Obtaining and enforcing medical support.

(C) Providing customer service.

(D) Any other measurements that the director determines to be an appropriate
determination of a local child support agency’s performance.
















& (d)The department, in consultation with the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the Judicial
Council, the California Family Support Council, and child support advocates, shall
develop regulations to ensure that all local child support agencies report the data
required by this section uniformly and consistently throughout California.

{g) (e)For each federal fiscal year, the department shall provide the information for all
participating counties to each member of a county board of supervisors, county
executive officer, local child support agency, and the appropriate policy committees and
fiscal committees of the Legislature on or before June 30, of each fiscal year. The
department shall provide data semiannually, based on the federal fiscal year, on or
before December 31, of each year. The department shall present the information in a
manner that facilitates comparison of county performance.

) (f) For purposes of this section, “case” means a noncustodial parent, whether
mother, father, or putative father, who is, or eventually may be, obligated under law for
support of a child or children. For purposes of this definition, a noncustodial parent shall
be counted once for each family that has a dependent child he or she may be obligated
to support.

) (@) This section shall be operative only for as long as Section 17704 requires
participating counties to report data to the department.



Eliminate Annual CCSAS Summary Report

Eliminate Impact of Revenue Stabilization Funding Reporting Requirement

Family Code 17555. (a) Any appropriation made available in the annual Budget Act
for the purposes of augmenting funding for local child support agencies in the
furtherance of their revenue collection responsibilities shall be subject to all of the
following requirements:

(1) Each local child support agency shall submit to the department an early intervention
plan with all components to take effect upon receipt of their additional allocation as a
result of this proposal.

(2) Funds shall be distributed to counties based on their performance on the following
two federal performance measures:

(A) Measure 3: Collections on Current Support.
(B) Measure 4: Cases with Collections on Arrears.

(3) A local child support agency shall be required to use and ensure that 100 percent of
the new funds allocated are dedicated to maintaining caseworker staffing levels in order
to stabilize child support collections.




